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The DBZ-J might be small, bul the prool
is in the riding. Hera's a small bike that
acguits itself well enough on tight,
winding roads (o show lis taillight fo
much larger machines.

it Full=scale production, which by Binota
standards medans & Wil-bike minimum run
Frankls, | thought nding the baby Bonota
beauiiiul as u iy o el be a lel-dowi
0T @pi¢ proporiicds 1y WO Mo LU LA b
the DH2-) a looker, 115 @
To coneoct the J-lvpe, which s anly aval-
able with a halt-tairng. Bimot used the symg
._.J'iln.-|11|.'-I:|’m|:\' Spaoe U and =W INELrm
Ohlins shock and Pasoh fork us on the B
ik, but with a 4.5 ngh rear whael rather
tham e WM s 3. 5<mch rm, Front wheel =
the same 3 5-mch nim wsed an the bigger
hike. Imstead of the twan |2 6-meh rolors and
four-piston calipers as on the Y00, there's
only one of each on the J-type. The |l also
does without am ol codsler, and his 1o chin
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firing. What it docs have is o massive 47-

teoth rear sprocker, which s [ weth bigger than the

the back wheel of @ hillchmber. The airbos i3 differem
from the 900, cven with the same paic of 38mm NMikunis
fitted 4= on the bigger bike, The Bimotw-develapad
exhaust svatem 1= the spme

Thi baggest single difference s (he 393cc motor, chaimed
o deliver a very healthy 4% hirsepower at [0.000 mpm, The
T-type™s motor won'| pull cleanly below SO0 rpm without
sOMie ransmission snatch bal i comes an strang s 4000
iy, and oo GO0 g apwards, the aceeleration 15 Sur-
prisimgly sk

With @ claimed wp speed of HE mphe the Lk DB2-] 3

fingl drive-setup on the 900 and looks like something off

able 1o keep up with almast anvtling G foar wheels (U= a
perfect country=raads bike. IF visu wse e gearbox i exploi
that surprisingly punchy midrange, the excelleni-kandling
[IE2 chassis bets vou swing (reugh taasting lanes as guick]y
= any bike, and o lor Baster than mosg

Still, | wonder how nrany people will opt for a DR2-1
ar abowt 1800 when, for abool 53000 mare at current
Erinsh prices. thev can have the halt-taired Y2 Y00
Market forces will answer that question, but the only
wiv Bimota can really find ot is by making the bike
and seeing i anyone will buy 1t Put it this way—il yvou
huy one. and nobods el doed, o legst vou™l have an
instam collegior s tem. =Alar Crttfec e

B TR B RO Gl Al A

ALY 183308




